Men’s movements

What is the men’s movement? Who joins it, why and what kind of movement is it?

Michael Flood has the story.

ABSTRACT: The men’s movement is a contradictory phenomenon, involving both the defence
of men’s privilege and efforts to undo it. It incorporates diverse strands — men s liberationist, pro-

feminist, spiritual or mythopoetic, and men'’s rights and fathers’ rights — with differing agendas,
emphases and understandings. While personal growth and therapy have been important focuses,
increasingly these are being complemented by public political activism.

Editor's note: although this article
does not make explicit links to
community development, the editori-
al board felt that understanding
men's movements is important for
community development and this
article makes a valuable contribution
to this understanding.

The men's movement now has a
presence in Australia’s cultural and
political landscape. Its ideas, issues,
images and agendas are in the media
and policy-making. At the same time,
the general public has very little idea
of what this movement is. Here then is
an outline of the character of the
men's movement and its groups and
participants. As I comment in detail
later, this ‘movement’ is also an
unusual one in that it has had a large-
ly therapeutic focus, it is small, and in
particular, it represents a collective
mobilisation by members of a privi-
leged group.

The backbone of the men’s move-
ment in Australia is the various men’s
groups. They include support groups,
well-established organisations with

offices and staff, activist groups, pri-
vate groups meeting in somebody’s
lounge room and men’s phone
helplines. Depending on what you
include, there are somewhere between
50 and 200 men’s groups in Australia,
with an estimated 500 to 2,000 men
directly involved in these groups.

Men's gatherings and festivals are
an important part of the movement.
Important annual events include the
Sydney Men's Festival (which began in
1985}, the Australian and New
Zealand Men's Leadership Gathering,
and annual or semi-annual men’s fes-
tivals around the country. A host of
other men's events also occur, includ-
ing spiritual or mythopoetic men’s and
boys’ camps, mini-conferences of Men
Against Sexual Assault activists, and
SO on.

There is now a huge literature on
men and masculinity, with my own
bibliography listing over 5,000 books
and articles.[available from internet;
see Net Notes page 59 - Ed] Some aca-
demics in Australia are at the cutting-
edge of this work, including (in alpha-
betical order} David Buchbinder, R.W.






