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ne steady landmark on the political and ideological
Olandscape of men’s politics has been XY magazine, a

pro-feminist men’s magazine. Beginning in 1990, XY
has put out 24 editions of analysis, discussion and testimony
on men, masculinities and gender politics. What issues have
been raised in the production of this magazine, and what have
its contributions been?
I founded XY close to seven years ago, and acted as its coordi-
nating editor until a few months ago. XY is focused on men
and masculinities, and its editorial principles are as follows:
“XY affirms a healthy, life-loving, non-oppressive masculinity,
and supports the men’s networks for change in Australia. XY
is a space for the exploration of issues of gender and sexuality,
and practical discussion of the hows and whys of personal and
social change. XY is male-positive, pro-feminist and gay-af-
firmative. XY is a non-profit magazine produced by volun-
teers.”

XY covers pretty much every gender-related issue under the
sun, and publishes regular material on such areas as violence,
relationships, health, feminism, fathering, sexuality, growing
up and more. Each edition typically is 40 pages long and has
about 24,000 words of content. We distribute about 800 copies

14

per quarter, to subscribers and readers throughout Australia.
XY has also gone techno by setting up a site on the Internet.

After being published from Canberra for 6 years, the maga-
zine has just been handed over to a new group in Adelaide.
The Canberra editors had felt the pressure of other increasing
commitments (jobs in other cities, babies, PhDs), and decided
it was time to hand it on.

I have had a very passionate and personal involvement with
XY, and in a sense it's been ‘my baby’. I've been editing, writ-
ing, talking and dreaming XY for what sometimes feels like
forever, and much of my heart and head has gone into it. XY
has been a labour of love for all involved, and this baby could
not have survived without its co-parents, the other members
of the editorial group, and without the help of the many others
who have supported and written for it. While for me it feels
strange and scary to hand over XY to the new editorial group,
I know it is the right thing to do and I fully trust that XY is in
good hands. I and the other ex-editors are helping as much as
we can with the transition, and several of us will continue to
write for the magazine.

Michacl Flood was the founding editor of XY magazine and is cur-
rently completing a PhD on ‘Heterosexual Men and HIV/AIDS’ at
the Australian National University.
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