Violence against women: Facts and figures
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Overview

Anywhere from one-quarter to one-third, and even up to one-half, of Australian women will experience physical or sexual violence by a man at some point in their lives, as nationally representative surveys have found.

In the last year, between five and ten per cent of Australian women experienced at least one incident of physical and/or sexual violence by a man.

The data

Australia has had three national surveys on the incidence of violence against women: a 2006 survey by the ABS, another survey by the Australian Institute of Criminology in 2004, and an older ABS survey in 1996. These are complemented by a series of smaller studies. The results of these surveys are summarised below.

ABS national survey (2006)

In the last 12 months: One in 20 women (5.8%), or over 440,000 women, were the victims of violence in the last year. 4.7% (363,000 women) experienced physical violence (including physical assault, attempted assault, or the threat of assault). 1.6% (126,100 women) experienced sexual violence (including sexual assault, attempted assault, or the threat of assault).

Violence during a lifetime: Over one-third (39.9%) of Australian women report experiencing at least one incident of physical violence or sexual violence since the age of 15.
Since the age of 15, an estimated 3,065,800 women had experienced violence. 29% of all women (2,243,600 women) had experienced physical assault, and 17% (1,293,100) had experienced sexual assault.
SOURCE: A national survey of 16,500 Australian adults (18 and over).
PUBLICATION: ABS (Australian Bureau of Statistics) (2006) Personal Safety Survey Australia. Canberra: Australian Bureau of Statistics (Cat. 4906.0).
AIC national survey (2004)

In the past 12 months: 10% of Australian women reported experiencing at least one incident of physical and/or sexual violence by a man. They were more likely to report physical violence (8 per cent) than sexual violence (4 per cent). (This could include violence by male partners or ex-partners, male friends and acquaintances, work colleagues, and strangers.)

Violence during a lifetime: Nearly two-thirds (57%) of Australian women report experiencing at least one incident of physical violence or sexual violence by a man over their lifetime. Just under half (48%) have ever experienced physical violence, and one-third (34%) have experienced sexual violence.

Over a third of women (34%) who have ever had a boyfriend or husband report experiencing at least one form of violence during their lifetime from an intimate male partner. About half have experienced physical violence and a third have experienced sexual violence.

SOURCE: A national survey of 6,677 women aged 18-69.

PUBLICATION: Mouzos, J., and T. Makkai (2004) Women’s Experiences ofMale Violence: Findings from the Australian Component of the International Violence Against Women Survey (IVAWS). Canberra: Australian Institute of Criminology, Research and Public Policy Series, No. 56.

ABS national survey (1996)

In the last 12 months: 7.1 per cent of adult Australian women experienced an incident of violence. A larger proportion of women experienced physical violence than sexual violence. 

More women experienced physical violence from a current or previous partner than from a stranger or another man known to them (such as a relative, friend, work colleague or professional).

Sexual violence: In the last 12 months 1.9 per cent of adult Australian women experienced an incident of sexual violence. This includes sexual assault, involving acts of a sexual nature carried out against a woman’s will, as well as threats of sexual assault which a woman believed were likely to be carried out.

Sexual violence was almost exclusively perpetrated by men (99 per cent).

Violence during a lifetime: 38 per cent of women have experienced one or more incidents of violence since the age of 15. 33 per cent have experienced physical violence. (And one-third experienced more than one incident.) 18 per cent have experienced sexual violence. (And 45 per cent experienced more than one incident.)

SOURCE: A national survey of 6,300 women.

PUBLICATION: Australian Bureau of Statistics. (1996). Women’s Safety Australia. Canberra: Australian Bureau of Statistics (No. 4128.0).

Other studies

One in five Australian women (21 per cent) has been forced or frightened into doing something sexually that they did not want to do.

SOURCE: 2002 Australian Study of Health and Relationships, a national survey of 20,000 adults aged 16 to 59 years.

PUBLICATION: de Visser, Richard O., Chris E. Rissel, Juliet Richters, and Andrew E. Grulich (2003) Sex in Australia: Experiences of sexual coercion among a representative sample of adults. Australian and New Zealand Journal of Public Health, 27(2), April, pp. 198-203.

37 per cent of women have ever experienced abuse in an adult intimate relationship. One in 4 women had ever experienced physical abuse, one in 3 emotional abuse, and one in 10 sexual abuse. 

SOURCE: Queensland study of women attending general practitioners.

PUBLICATION: Hegarty, K.L., and R. Bush. (2002). Prevalence and associations of partner abuse in women attending general practice: A cross-sectional survey. Australian and New Zealand Journal of Public Health, 26(5).

28.5 per cent of women had experienced some form of domestic violence (physical, sexual or emotional) during their lifetime; 5.5 per cent of women had experienced severe physical abuse in the past year at the hands of a partner; and 11.8 per cent of the women had experienced rape or attempted rape between the age of 16 and the time of the survey. Regarding abuse in childhood, 8.9 per cent of women had experienced physical abuse, 42.3 per cent had experienced non-contact sexual abuse, and 35.7 per cent contact sexual abuse.

SOURCE: Melbourne Women's Midlife Health Project – a longitudinal, population-based study of 438 Australian-born women conducted over nine years.

PUBLICATION: Mazza, D., L. Dennerstein, C.V. Garamszegi, and E.C. Dudley. (2001). The Physical, Sexual and Emotional Violence History of Middle-Aged Women: A Community-Based Prevalence Study. Medical Journal of Australia, 175.

28 per cent of women have experienced either physical or emotional abuse within their current relationship in the previous year.

SOURCE: Melbourne study of women attending general practitioners.

PUBLICATION: Mazza, D., L. Dennerstein, and V. Ryan. (1996). Physical, Sexual and Emotional Violence Against Women: A General Practice-Based Prevalence Study. Medical Journal of Australia, 164(1).

23.3 per cent of women report a history of domestic violence.

SOURCE: Survey of people attending the emergency department of the Royal Brisbane Hospital in Queensland.

PUBLICATION: Roberts, G.L., B.I. O’Toole, J.M. Lawrence, and B. Raphael. (1993). Domestic Violence Victims in a Hospital Emergency Department. Medical Journal of Australia, Vol. 1595, September.

Violence against young women

Younger women are more at risk than older women. For young women, the risk of violence is 3 to 4 times higher than the risk for women overall (Young et al., 2000: 1).

27.2 per cent of women aged 18–24 had experienced an incident of physical assault in the last 12 months, compared to 12 per cent of women aged 45–54 (ABS 2006: 28).

28.2 per cent of women aged 18–24 had experienced an incident of sexual assault in the last 12 months, compared to 17.2 per cent of women aged 45 and older (ABS 2006: 32).

13.4 per cent of women aged 18–24 had experienced unwanted sexual touching by a man in the last 12 months (ABS 1996: 63).

30.2% of Year 10 females and 26.6% of Year 12 females have ever experienced unwanted sex (Smith et al. 2003: 39).

One in seven girls and young women aged 12 to 20 (14 per cent) have experienced rape or sexual assault (National Crime Prevention 2001: 114).

Among young women aged 18–23 (in the Australian Longitudinal Study on Women’s Health), 12 per cent report that they have been in a violent relationship with a partner or spouse (Young et al. 2000: 1). Of those who reported physical violence, half had been subject to “serious violence”, including being beaten, choked, or attempted shooting. 7 per cent had been shot or stabbed. Three-quarters had been slapped, kicked, hit with a fist or with something else that could hurt them. Close to three-quarters had sustained injuries (Young et al. 2000: 2-3). 16 per cent were seriously injured: they had broken bones, burns, broken teeth, or had suffered miscarriages.
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Intimate homicides

20.8% of all homicides involve intimate partners (with an average of 76 intimate homicides each year). 
Three-quarters of homicides between intimate partners or ex-partners involve a male offender and a female victim.

In most intimate partner homicides, the killing is preceded by years of prior abuse.

94% of adult female victims of homicide are killed by males, mostly in the context of an intimate relationship. (In comparison, while males outnumber females as victims of homicides, only 11% of adult males are killed by intimate partners.)

PUBLICATION: Mouzos, J. (2000) Homicidal Encounters: A Study of Homicide in Australia 1989-1999. Canberra: Australian Institute of Criminology.







