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conventional working-class masculinities. But contradictions
about desire and feriininity are simultaneously present and
sometimes destabilise masculinity. Responses to the HIV
epidemic first involved withdrawal from sexual activity, then
growth of activism. A ‘barefoot educator’ community
activism has already emerged and should be a focus of
HIV/AIDS prevention sirategy.

INTRODUCTION

Sex is commonly though: of as a ‘natural’ part of life, even as the animal
part of human nature. Yet from the origins of modern sexual science its
social character has also been recognised, especially its interplay with class.
Kraffi-Ebing (1886) was acutely aware of the class contexts of sexual
activity; mid-Victorian upper-class diarists and moralists in Britain were
fascinated by sexual contact across class lines (Marcus, $966). Twentieth-
century radicals such as Reich (1972) and Marcuse (1953), blending Freud
and Marx, saw class rule extended as sexnal constraint. The Kinsey reports
in the United States mapped class differences in the frequency and
occasion of orgasm (Kinsey et al., 1948); American urban ethnographers
tried to map the heteresexual mores or ‘sex codes’ of slum dwellers
{(Whyte, 1943) and working-class couples (Rubin, 1976}.

The sssue of class and sexualicy has been given a new dimension and a
new urgency by AIDS. In countries like the United Statcs and Australia the
human immunodeficiency vires {HIV) spread most extersively among men
who had sex with men. Urban gay communities produce.d a serong response
in the form of a Safe Sex strategy and a great deal of corununity activity in
prevention and care (Patton, 1989; Dowsett, 1989). These communities
have a definite class character. Surveys among them have regularly found
respondents to be highly educated and affluent in comnparison with the
general population (Research and Decisions Corporation, 1984; Bauman
and Siegel, 1987, Connell et al,, 1988; Sinnott 2nd Todd, 1988).
HIV/AIDS prevention strategies operating within ‘gay communities” may
therefore never reach a very large proportion of men whe have sex with
men—zthose who come from different class backgrounds. The indications of
chass difference in the rescarch on heterosexuality mentioned above suggest
that in any case these strategies might be inappropriare in working-class
settings. Yet HIV/AIDS prevention programs have tzkon little account of
this. They are mostly designed by professional people and reflect middle-
class experience and assumptions,

The exceptions are certain HIV/AIDS prevention ontreach activities
such as work at beats {Bennett et al, 1989; Lerro et al,, 1989; Dowsett
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Economics is the necessary starting point. To be in the working class 15
to be in a social group where income comes mostly through an
employment relation. Some income comes from self-ermnployment (for
instance, Barney Shermar, one of our research participants, is a self~
employed electrician), and some comes from pensions or benefits (Andy
Wilson lives on sickness benefit). Most comes directly from wages. This
means that working-class livelihoods are dependert on hiring by
employers. Most employment is with companies or small dusinesses whose

economic logic is the pursuit of profit.

Imporant consequences flow from this employment re ation. Working-
class incomes are dependent on a labour market — individual employers do
not fix wages individually, they pay the going rate. For unskilled or
uncredentialled labour the going rate is low. It is easy fo. an employer to
replace such labour, especially when more workers are looking for work
than there are jobs on ofter. Those who cannot earn 3 wage — being
unemployed, or dependent on a benefit such as the age pension, sickness
or supporting parents’ benefit — have lower incomes again. These are the
groups most often 1n severe poverty. Poverty is a scarring experience {cf.
Embling, 1986; Wilson and Arnold, 1980} increasingly common for
young people.

For many working-class people, then, the realities of life centre on
economic vulnerability and constraint. Incomes are the lowest the
economy offers; housing is the worst the society provides; the material
facilities for bringing up children, for education, for sociul and culeural life,
are the worst, In working-class life there is generaily no ‘career’, in the
sense of liferime advancement famihar to professicnals, managers, and some
groups of administrative and clerical workers. One's carning capacities

(through overtime or piecework) are likely to peak around age twenty-five
or thirty, Income may be suddenly cut by a change in corporate strategy
{such as BHP%s run-down of steelmaking labour), a shift in the cconomy
(such as the current depression}, a company fatlure, an industrial accident.

A good deal of the work done in these economic relationships is
‘manual’ work — assembling refrigerators, making steel, cleaning floors,
serving food, driving trucks, cutting coal, sewing dresses. Class used often
to be named by speaking of ‘blue-colfar’ vs. “white-collar’ jobs; opinion
polls still often rely on this distinction. ‘Pink-collar” jobs for women in
service industries (Williams, 1988) need to be included. Such work
certainly defines a familiar kind of working-class experience, Among the
men in this study, Neil Dayton’s father was a storerman, his mother a
dressmaker, his two brothers a policeman annd 2 mechanic. Neil distanced
himsell from the ‘rough’ suburb where he grew up. Peter Farthing’s father
was a driver and his brother a ficter and turner. Peter rejected ‘grease
monkey work’ and aimed for a ‘collar and tie” job inan office.
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The class distinction signalled by this language is, however, blurring.

For at least a generation past, routine clerical work has ;

dirt involved; timekeepers, check-out operators, site clerks, cashiers
receptionists, salespeople, etc,

Increasingly the key division in th
between credentialled and
‘collar and tie job’ thirty ye
age; he could not do so

¢ labour market has become that
uncredentialled labour. Perer Farthing got a
ars 2go though he left school at the minimum
now. This points to the importance of the
education systern in shaping modern class relations. Forma] schooling is the
route to credentials; and as a considerable body of research shows, the
schooling system spits out the bulk of working-class students before they
get advanced credentials (Keeves, 1987; Connell et al., 1991b}). A famous
American study of working-class life spoke of ‘the hidden injuries of class’
(Sennett and Cobb, 1972). Cultural exclusion through inadequate
education is only one of the ways 2 bourgeois society erodes the self.
confidence of working-class people. Disdainful treatment in hospirals,
surveillance by weifare agencies, media hostility to strikes and community
actions, blocked promotion structures, are zll familiar experiences for them.

The damaging relationship between educational authority and
working-class families, documented in school ethnographies (notably, L,
Walker, 1989), paraflels other mnteractions between working-class people
and the state, Policing bears much more heavily on working-class people
than on more privileged groups; a simple measure is the fact that the
overwhelming majority of prisoners in gaols are working-class men. These
interactions are an mmportant site for the shaping of a combative working-
class masculinity (Connell, 1989: Hofv

In the face of econo

mic constraint, cultural excl
authority, working-class people have not been passive, E

in workplaces and labour markers has been met with i
and the creation of unions. F

the historical origin of the A
was, and is still sometimes

usion and state
mployers” power
ndustrial struggle
IOM unicnism grew a political mobilisation,
ustrahian Labor Party. The Labor Party, long
seen as, the expression of working-class
aspirations to use the state to restrain capital and expand welfare measures.

Both unionism and Labor politics drew on, an
working-class solidarity. They were strongest where working-class people
were linked in a clos

ely-knit community and shared a common culture,
Dwyer et al. (1984, 48-67) have characterised this culture as emphasising

informality (as against the formality of the state and of mainstream
mnvoomsmvh a commitment to productive labour; solidarity and mutual
support; and lived experience rather than abstract knowledge. Other
studies have emphasised the Importance of the family as the central
Institution in working-class life. Family relationships provide both

d reinforced, notions of
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This ‘fiddling’ was not socially labelled homosexual or gay. It was,
rather, an aspect of a milien mn which erotic experience was easily gained,
principally with age-mates of both sexes, and with slightly older boys.
Sexual contact, mostly involving mutual masturbation but sometimes
penetration, was likely to be unspoken, It was known to be ‘naughry’,
hence concealed from adults, rmmwm:mmm in the sandhills, the movies, the
vacant blocks. But no extry naughtiness was attributed to relations
berween boys. In a gender-divided community {many of our interviewees
went to single-sex schools) sexnal relations with other boys were, indeed,
often easier to start and maintain than sexual relations with girls,

This free-form, casy-access, wordless erotic life of peer groups was, for
about half our H.:animémmm. the reported occasion of their firse
homosexual experience. Some aspects of it continu
The monotony of factory work and labouring is countered by ribaidry;
smutty jokes, boasting abour sexual conguests
horseplay. There is 4 substantial homoeroric content to this {in sex-
segregated workplaces, which are usuai), though the public language is
heterosexual. Two respondents described ribald initiation rituals when they
first went to work, in which the other men grabbed them and
their genitals with ink or soft soap. (Grease is used for this purpose among

miners: Couch, 1991.) Sexual partners were often found at work or in
work-related social setrings,

We must recognise, then, a continuum of
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tacks, two have been raped (one by police). All found difficulty in ‘caming
out’ 2o their parents, expecting a hostile response, and often the response
was just that. Andy Wilson was thrown out of his church, and verbally
zbused by his parents, when identified as 3 sodormite. Josh Foster as a young
man attemnpted suicide, and in hospital was take
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on ‘gay’ identity but attempzing to escape the commercialism and
impersonality attributed to the inner city.

Interwoven with the creation of social and sexual networks is an
economic strategy. There is not much money around in these milieux.
Some of the men we interviewed were poor; few owned 2 house.
Economic survival is a problem. Most homosexual working-class men have
work histories little different from heterosexual working-class men. Our
respondents included some ticketed tradesmen (a boilermaker, an
electrician), some men who have worked up to a supervisory position, as
well as some who have knocked about picking up whatever wage was
going ~ labouring, clerking, sales, driving, etc. The interchangeability of
unskilled jobs is such that Jerry Spencer simply cannot remember what alt
his jobs were. But openly homosexual men have extra vulnerzability, and
some therefore gravitate into occupational niches which are recognised as
relatively safe. The hotel trade, theatre and entertainment, and health work,
are important cases. On occasions groups of homosexual men have set up
small businesses together (e.g. a sandwich bar). This is a fragile strategy
given the lack of capitai that is a defining feature of working-class life.

The theme of economic strategy is surviving rather than getting rich; as
we noted before there are few ‘careers’ in working-class employment. The
economic ambition of most of our respondents is to own & home and
have a secure income; a good car on top is cream. This suggests a highly
realistic appraisal of economic constraints; the International Monetary
Fund should be proud of them.

But there is also a darker side, a sense of personal constraint and closed
harizons, illustrating Seanett and Cobb’s phrase ‘the hidden injuries of
class’. The sense of cultural exclusion from the Oxford Street quarter is a
class injury. Occupational niches may give some protection, but they are
niches not breskthroughs; and they, to, are vulnerable to class power.
Chris Garwood was employed in a large hotel along with about a dozen
other gays. When 2 new boss came in who was homophoebic, Chris found
himself back on the street. Andy Wilson, after a terrible struggle to find
and hoid a job, with iil-health and no credentials, found a niche in theatre.
But after a year or two the theatre lost its public funding, and of course it
was branches in working-class areas which got the chop. T just feel like i

must have killed six Chinamen’, Andy remarked. But it is a social dynamic
that is damaging him, not chance.

A homophobic culture means that the public resources of working-class
militancy in unions axd hbour politics, which counter class put-downs by
asserting working-class solidariry and agency, are not available to this part
of the working class. A sense of constraint and stress comes through in
many of the interviews, even with men who might be seen as having
made a resounding success of their sexual and social life. Keith Winter 15
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of the rectum as grave (Bersani, 1987), for these men anal sex is associated
with intimacy and trust. ltis e vehicle of relatedness. Peter Farthing recalls
his early experience of anal sex:

Sort of, 1 knew that by doing it with him, [ still — [ had a friend. Whether

you'd call it a friend — 1 had somebody of my own. All 1 wanted was
something of my own. 1 think thar's what I mean about ‘mate’.

The communicative function oi sex that we identified in an earlier report
(Connell and Kippax, 199¢) is very strong here. This meaning was
dramatised by one respondent in the story of a visit to 3 sauna in the
Oxford Street quarter. He saw a man £o whom he was attracted walk up
to a couple engaged in sex and penetrace one of them; in that moment his
attractiveness dissolved. (The point was not the action, but its lack of
relational context).

This has inmiportant consequences for Safe Sex strategy. To the extent
chat ‘safe’ sex is identified with using condoms for apal sex (a very
common understanding), and anal sex is identified with intimacy and
relationship. then the less intimate sexuality of the beat may seem not to
require precautions. On the other hand, sex in relationship being
connected with an ideal of monogamy {‘being the only one’) may be seen
as ‘safe’ becanse of the relationship. Most of the respondents who are
currently in couple relationships practise unprotected anal sex with their
lovers whether or not they are sure their partners have no other sexual
contacts. Where the medical definition of prevention coaflicts with the
social definition of relationstaps and practices, the social meanings prevail.

Anal sex is more than an expression of relatedness. Tt is o mommn& arena,
in which there is 2 struggle wo define the kind of relationship involved. On
the one hand there is an egalitarian relationship emphasising what s
common between the partners. Homosexual sex between men inherently
allows for reciprocity, sinve each partner can both penetrate and be
penetrated in the same Wiy Several of our respondents had phrases for
this: ‘give and tzke’, ‘a two-way street’, it for tat’, ‘a ride there for a ride
back’. That is to say, the partners [ook turns at fucking and being fucked,
or at least acknowledged a right to do so. Jerry Spencer puts it crisply:

I mean i's a rwo-way street. 1 mean, vou'll fuck him and he'll fuck you,

and its really the exchange that’s good. Whereas you are not so cool about

the other guy wanting (o fuck you and that’s it, ot the other guy wantng

to be fucked and that’s it

Burt fucking and being fucked in our heterosexist culture also carries
connottons of dominance and submission, active and passive, masculine
and feminine; and some of our respondents also acknowledged this. Anal
cox allows one to be a ‘total man’, as Neil Dayton puts it The commonest
imagery for this is the gender imagery of masculing/ fernirine. Keith Winter
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also revealingly uses a class imagery for anal intercourse, speaking of ‘doers
and do-ees...employers and employees”, The implications of power are
unmistakable. Thus two social definitions of anal intercourse, with different
political implications, coexist in the milieu. They may even coexist in the
same relationship as the framework for day-to-day negotiation.
However, we should not
these meanings. Sex researc
‘anal intercourse’ and walk
moze likely to be a conti

exaggerate the explicitness or formalisation of
h tends to reify ‘behaviours’ or ‘practices’ ke
as if they were discrete items, The reality is
nuous flow of interaction, both verbal and
physical, in which erotic experience arises. Andy Wilkson, questioned
about being fucked, perceptively remarked that ‘nine times out of ten s a

thing that follows on from other things, it not a standard thing’. His small
group of friends do not negotiate in advance about anal sex because that is
not how sex is organised in their interaction. To the extent that

friendship. Any discussion of Safe Sex in such a context is necessarily a
discussion about redesigning relationships.

Anal intercourse, like other sexual practices, has
learnt. Among the most mteresting parts of the intervi
how sexual skiils were acquired or developed. Generally this happened on
the job, so to speak, with sexual skills building up from relationship to
relationship. In some cases an older man taught sexual techniques, which

a technique to be
ews are accounts of

That's where I got most of my education from...He taught me 2 lor about
making love.. A lot of older people say that when you get young guys into
bed they don't know whar they are doing. But there are lots of people who
tell me that I know whar | doing, but that was due to the fact that he’d
taught me all this at such a young age...He showed me Oxford Strest, we
drove up and down Oxford Street, and pointed our a few of che nightelubs
sort of thing, and showed me Campaign and we read it; and just introduced
me to a social life of being gay, that there was a gay community out there.
Sometimes a peer group would set out to a
own practice. Thus Andy Wilson’s friends
research on brands of condoms. Informat
acquired and disseminated in this informal person-to-person way.
Sexual skilling can occur at any age. Amon
skilling occurred at two markedly different s

two broad types of sexual careers. In the firse,
the matrix of childhood

cquire knowledge to inform its
conducted their own consumer
ion about HIV/AIDS ;s often

g our respondents entry and
tages of life, which point to
3 young man emerging from
of youth peer eroticism makes contact, via beats

A Bastard of @ Life 125

or mentors, with substantially homosexual anMaoPMw._ WMMWDMM. WMM
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It follows from this that to desire a man, and even mo-e strongly to be
desired by a man, is very probably to experience oneself at some level as
ferninine, This is certainly true for the two of our respondents who
worked at various times as drag artists. Drag shows rely hzavily on double
entendres and broad erotic humour. Their popularity with {notionaily)
<ual audiences in working-class venues such as RSL and Leagues
h of the gender dynamic being
notion that humour is a

heterose
Clubs is itself a pointer to the strengt
tapped here, if we place any credence in Freud’s

guide to unconscious conflict.

The sense of difference some boys experience in adolescence on their
route towards homosexual identity is often immediately interpreted for
them in gender terms. Ed Johnson, for instance, did not like football, did
like knitting and cooking, and thereby aroused deep suspicion in his

father’s mind.

‘Coming out’, it seems, is not the straightforward acknowledgment of
identity that Gay Liberation once thought it. For these men in these
milieux, it means, rather, entering a kind of gender reversal, perhaps more
exactly a gender split. They are now sustaining masculinity at the level of
social interaction and economics, while experiencing an
unacknowledgable femininity at the level of fantasy and bodily desire.

This contradiction allows various resolutions, and the narratives diverge
from the point where this dilemma is confronted. A drastic resolution Is to
tip completely over into femininity, via drag into transs=xual status. Huey
Brown went that way, setting up as ‘wife’ to an aggressively masculine
young man, getting breast implants, working in drag as a woman prosti-
tute, stopping just short of the ‘operation’. A less drastiz resolution in the
same direction is to move into gender-structured ccuple relationships
where a masculine/feminine dynamic is played out in tae household. Josh
Foster went down that track, playing the ‘female role” to his lover. He
does the housekeeping, and he is the one penetrated ia anal intercourse.
Though he would prefer ‘give and take’, he cannot get it: his lover is
committed to the enactment of dominance.

As Josh Foster recognises, this is to limit the erotic possibilities of the
male body; and that ‘role’ enactment is anyway under criticism in the
culture at large. Another resolution of the gender contradiction is to
emphasise maleness, not as one term in a masculine/fe minine split, but as
the social grounding of all interaction in the milieu. This was thematised
in gay communities in pre-AIDS days with the creation of the ‘Castro
Street Clone’ — the San Francisco uniform of jeans, T-shirt, moustache,
cropped hair, etc. — as an erotic style. The assertion of ‘gay identity’
mentioned above seems directed to marking out a male preserve, a world
of domestic, social and sexual life in which there are no women and 1o
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The double event of the 1970s, the advent of Gay
litics and the creation of 2 specifically gay
cliothes shops, bookshops, etc.),
split this older bohemian miliew’® and profoundly redefined homosexual
practice and identity. Yet chis redefinition was uneven, given the class
composition of the emerging inner—city gay community and the reaction
of significant numbers of men against the commertcial scene, or the new
{mainly US-derived) gay styles, or the political mobilisation.

It is important to register this history in appraising the HIV/AIDS crisis.
The HIV epidemic did not arrive from outer space te disrupt a settled,
rrived through sexual practices already being re-
worked, into a set of social relations already in motion, indeed substantially
re-shaped in very recent hustory. The response to HIV/AIDS was therefore
likely to be diverse, reflecting the unevenness of the changes and the
variety of life situations homosexual men found themseives in. Given this
history, the very emphasis on gy community and gay identity, which was
the basis of the most successful prevention education work in the 1980s
{Dowsett, 1990), could be expected to increase divisions on class lines
among homosexual men——and thus undermine further prevention work.

As news of the epidemic spread, the first response among out older
seems to have been a defensive drawing in Hehind boundaries.
or reduced their use of them. This could imply a
ty and social networks alte.gether, or it could
ouple relationships. Given that this s the
such a response can make the

and the sex trade.
Liberation with its public gay po
commercial centre (bars, saunas, hotels,

static community. It 2

respondents
Some gave up the beats,
withdrawal from sexual activi
mean a renewed emphasis on ¢
most vatued sexual practice anyway,
epidemic seem almost 2 blessing:
But AIDS is probably the best thing that ever happened to the gay scene in my
view. It's the thing that got the people saying ‘Hey, let’s stop screwing around,
let’s get together, let’s settle down, fet’s shack up, or let’s curb our thing’. 1
think it did the best for us. It gave us 2 lot of hurt and harm, hurt and hassles
too. But | think if you look at the last five or six yeass, just how many people
have either been in a relationship, or got one. And 90% of the time stayed in It

That is Keith Winters opinion. Richard Cochrane did rot get a relationship.

He got AIDS. In consequence he has no sex life, and little admiration for the

‘gay scene’. He has come home to his farmnily while dying.

ped, a renewed attempt at
<. Prevention education, and
central to the agendas of

In due course another response develo
building community in the face of HIV/AID
care of people living with AIDS, became
energetic people in the milieu. To put it another way, local people became
HIV/AIDS activists organic to their own communities, The key to this
was the articulation of Safe Sex principles in the mid-1980s which, unlike
conventional “health education” models, allowed and even required the

empowerment of the affected group.
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Working- iti
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iy, Works as an ﬁwnmwmmmn.muwa m.m.onﬂ?m community HIV/AIDS
e oy one ¢ € ‘organic’ activists mentioned above. Anothe
Markham. Gromsins wv MMHW\O%EW ls apparent in a story mom.a by w:M
. country town, Bi 1
older acquaintance who had been mﬂq@ mwm W“MMMWMMMWM nfors drive by an
And j .
nd all afternoon we just talked about Safe Sex, and he was telli
, mng me

our. m.u - . - ﬁwo. A Tw.v W WE ﬂTwm.m Cc.wdm.ﬁ I nO_.&nwﬂ.vn /{Ow‘wﬂ
iKe 1 was _Emﬂ HHWQ a :O“_:N— ﬂCﬂcmuanOS Uﬁm Tﬁw Was so ﬂau.mﬁmzm to
4 p
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talk sbout this Safe Sex...He really went through everything. Told me the
ins and outs. And that was the first lecture | had on Safe Sex.

Bill later heard that this mar: had AIDS - and later again, that he was dead.

These episodes point 0 an active informal HIV/AIDS education
process in which particular men function as “parefoot doctors’, to use the
Chinese expression—perhaps better, harefoot educators (see Frowner and
Rowniak, 1989). The occusions of this work are as varied as social and
cexual Life itself. Peter Farthing and his partner sometim:s pick up other
men for threesomes; if the pick-ee wants ‘unsafe’ sex, he gets a good
talking-to. Bill Markham went off for a dirty weekenc in Sydney and
climbed into bed with a nurse, who got ready to be penetrated put had no
condom at hand. Bill laughs at the subsequent scene: he stopped the
action, got coffee, and delivered a lecture on Safe Sex principles and
community resources o the older, professional man.

Here is an educational enterprise that is organic to the milieu, that
works through relationships and networks and disregards credentials. The
‘barefoor educator’ is, we would suggest, the key HIV/AIDS prevention
resource for working-class men. This is a means by which a process of
collective empowerment can OCCur i this milien as it has done in the
affluent gay communities. 1t is a means by which information can get
around without the class put-downs and disempowerment that are the
usual consequences of professional intervention.

This is not to imply the strategy 1is problem-free. David Booth,
eighteen at the time of interview, shows one. He has been given sexual
skilling and lots of Safe Sex advice by his barefoot educators, an older
relative and a friend mev at a beat. He has high Safe Sex awareness. But
when guizzed about the details of Safe Sex he rurned out to be
dangerously vague about both the practice and the principles on which it
is based. It seems that the mentoring has cotton-woolled him; he has not
fad to take responsibility for the issue himself.

Such problems have sclutions; they signal not that the strategy is flawed
but that it has to be thought out, developed, and resourced. To develop
these possibilities requires an approach which is closer to that of adult
literacy work (Lankshear, 1987) than the usual top-down, individualised
model of health educauon and behaviour change. A price in lives fas
already been paid for the class selectiveness of prevention strategies.
Working-class people deserve something better in future.

CONCLUSION

The evidence in this paper points to the need to consider the whole social
nterpersonal context. The structure

matrix of sexualicy, not just its immediate 1
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of class as a whole
means that sexual practi
- i 2 actice, for th
economic vulne ; P » tor men like these, refle
deteromme T oﬂw%ww Mm% MOQ& constraint. Yet this pressure does Ew" mmEMM
. : . The contrast betw h it i

differen i een the two cities il

t collective responses that can be made to class constraints uotmates the

W ; .
no:m%:wwwomr%m importance, in both milieux, of the hegemoni
abom ot .m S Bmmncrmwg But working-class masculinity cannot Mn
1992). It is M - social form {cf. Connell, 1991; Denaldson, 1991; ﬁmmrm
- . g~class homaosexual ; .7 .
politics of gender which is still very Emmvzws HMMMHWMM@ involved in a wider

Given the need ;
to deal with economi 1

. omic vulnerabil i
masculini ; raoility, tensions a
e ﬁrmmmﬁw%%nwwﬁrogm“ mmm the HIV epidemic itself, v: I no EO_MMMM
they know, the mﬁmm emphasis on the most supportive type of relationshi
all; and mom reasons e%mn% ple mem s, however, a solucion not available HM
P $ ave noted, provides ont i
the epi i - - P s only an imperfect shel

pidemic. The haven in a heartless world is no EOM storm ter from

the corresponding heterosexual household. -proof than

This study also calls for a signi inki
s . gnificant re-thinking of

W?%MM%MMWMMMWSP The professionalisation of n%ﬁamwﬁw\uﬂmmw
Hen, DS servi Fo«mwm_mmnosm has been noted overseas (Patton 19903; a
e .%mnm © is H uey Brown’ exclusion from Eonﬁumumon such
Greanisatic H.m.mg m.msn_mww y, many of the men in this study are educators in
HIV onieme oo ! M,% m.?nm&\ made a contribution to stopping the
find ways to include mzw“r MMMMMW%OBSEEQ 2ot fott e pencies s 0
clients, but a5 staff whether wwawﬂuwﬂ.wmﬂﬂﬂmnwwwﬁ%wnnwwvhmwmmwm%”m o

s ssess

important skills and knowled

e ge, though the : .
t - cert
onw Mﬁwmmrmﬂm mnmo:oa o&zmmmsgwm:a meSMwMM@ mn% rstandings
mmao:mnvma. . e understandings

An emphasis .
s nwmwi s Mmzmo%wm@m mmoﬂf:mi.n_mmm homosexually active men, who
peer ey Bﬂbmm y m entity, 1s warranted. Qutreach strategies and
B mucaron pr Mm?q mw: techniques are needed which rely more on
Carcaomr e w%ﬁ%w s of the men themselves than on abstract social
b o oach 28 et 1y, age, or sexual identity {c.g. bisexual) ~ the
s : programs in operation
take preventive education activities to the pl
are be more likely to be found o
hotels, and not necessarily ‘ga
assume that

at present. It is important to

: ces where working-class men

m. their workplaces, their local clubs and

attaching these EQW n% MM%WM@WM%@ME:? et

Tosume : : ommunizies is

w HW Bmxmmnmwwww MMaﬁﬁ:mSnn s,:v Safe Sex, must take into mnnonw nﬂnmmw\
e the men in the study re < with

gay communities. port in their dealings with
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We have reported élsewhere on the sense of ‘exclusion’ from gay
community which many of the men in this study carry fDowsett et al.,
1992a), and also their criticisms of many of the educatonal materials
produced by gay community HIV/AIDS service organisations (Dowsett et
al., 1992b). Altogether, these findings suggest strongh the need for
training programs for profeszional HIV/ AIDS policy makers and educators
ro re-think in a more sociologically informed way the conceptualisation of
homoeroticism, gay commuairy, and of what constitutes *cducation’ itself,
so that working-class men such as these are equally protected from the
dangers of the HIV epidemuc.

MNOTES
i We pgratefully acknowledge the help of L. Watson {Government, Univesity of Sydaey, NSW
2006, D, Baxter and K. Davis (AIDS Coundil of NSW, PO Box 350, Darlinghurst, NSW
2010}, M. O'Brien and Y. Roberts and the original Social Aspects of the Prevention of AIDS
team (Macquanie University, NSW 2109). The study could not have happened without the
massive contrbution of the respondents. The research was funded by a Commonwealth AIDS
Rescarch Grant.
A small number of our interviews came from other parts of Sydney. but do not show substantial
differences; the class dynamic seems [0 operate in much the same way across the metropolis.
3 This was not the only reason for the breakup of the bohemian milien, of course. The Vietnam
War and the US troops on R & I ceostructured the sex industry in the 1960s along more
commercial fines, under the acgis of the Askin government and organised cnme.
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