-Common’ constructions of -
mascuixmty ifac: eterosexuahty mform
somme men's resxstance: to condom use.
Some men leatn that male smcuahty is
unconttollable, and stopping to put on a
condom once you're aroused i s
impossible. Some young men pursue sex
in unsafe ways; and ara young age; 16
gain status wich male peéss.
Responsibility for prophylacticand’

wornen, while masculinity is associated
with risk-raking and invulnerability.
Definidons of hctcrosexual sex often -

contraceptive safety is often allocated fo

.......

p]easure, and pursuing casual s
However; female desire remains: - .
constrained by the policing of the sexuai
double standard and an exhic of fernale.
sexual servicing: Young womeén may, feel
sexully. agentic enough to perform;oral:
sex on young men; but this- fay teflect -
interpersonal and social pressuse-as much
as it does personial desire, and they-may
rarely receive oral sex in-recurn. .
. Young women's sexual expressivericss
las beet seen as part of “raunch culeure’.
Here, tliere isa éultura}  expectation that
cmpmyegmcn ;,:s_mgn_alcd only by overt.
and public s‘exua]j'ty, and: sexua].izy Irself -
pornography and pr_as_t_xtutmn._
More widely; there has been a
‘pornographication’ of mainstream
media, involvinga proliferation of scxual
imagery and the widespread adoption of
the language and visual codes of

rmght have heralded men’s: radxcai
critique of gender divisions, Howcver,
this potential’ was: quickly co-opred by
commercial imperatives. Merosexuality
has come rosignify merelya. .
commitment to personal giooming; with
companies helping men r-becorie what
wornen are:still expected.ta be: vain,-
shallow,-and status-consclous consirmers:
At the same time; popular culture dogs ..
show iristances of the blurting or.
tra.nsgressxon of lieteto/Hoing: boundarzcs
among mien.’ :

A moré radical trend is represented

by the small numbers of seraight men
whe draw on gay.culture or who'act
gay'. Men described by some as ‘queer:
heterosexuals’, ‘straighr queers’, or:
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‘straight.with a twist’ are not metely
‘anti-homophobic or ‘gay-friendly’, but
attracted to and comfortable in queer |

cubture and i:ﬁdeéél oftén mistaken for

gay. This points to:the weakening of
heterosexual men's traditional hostility .
towards imale homosexua]]ty a blurrmg
of sexual boundaries, aid the growing -
cultural cachet of queer culture.
Queer-frmndly heterosexual men-
may be more llkcly to take ‘on thié safe

~ sex culture of many gay men: They'may .
" beless: 11kely to rely on-their membership -

of an nna.gmed ‘hererosexual community’
to ps:otect therm, from HIV,:and mere

willing to acknowledge and respond to )

the risk of HIV and other §TTs.
Mobitisi ngcondom use

Given the complex and shifting state of -
play among young heterosexual men,
there are multiple-ways in which to
mobilisé condom use. The most
effective strategy may be to draw on
existing conistructions of masculinity and
heterosexualify. On the other hand,
substantial change in. the sexual and
reproductive health of heterosextial
sexual relativns will anly be achieved

by challenging these and the social
relations which reflect them. I summarise
a range of possible appeals to hetero-
sexual men below?

Fear of fatherhood: Some yourig
men express's fear of premiature or
unwanted fatherhood (and marriage),
concerned about losing their
ocetpational, financial and sexual
freedom. Educarion campaigns could
play on this fear, telling men to protect
their independence by wearing condoms.
This approach would be limited by
many merr's existing strategy for avoiding
pregnaniy, a reliance on or assumption
of their partners’ use of the contraceptive
Pill® And it could reinforce parriarchal
narratives of manipulative and dishonest
women sceking to trap men.

Care, respect and protection:
Another approach is to draw on men’s
commeon desire 1o ‘profect’ their
partmers, framing condom use as
symbolising respect and care. If the
paternalistic element is dropped,

AIDS education could encourage a
mucudlly responsible heterosexuality
based on mutual support for

condam use, shared responsibility and
decision-making.

Getting sex: Heterosexual men’s
desire to have sex perse, and the sceming
gender disparity in such desires, could be
enlisted to increase safe sex practice. This
approach would emphasise that ‘women
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say yes to. men ‘who wear condoiis’.
This depénds on a role for wormien as
sexual gatekeepers; which is already
manufacrared and: exploited in

' heterosexual AIDS education campmgns,
although here it speaks. directly-zo men. - -

Agersex approach is complicit

: Wlth cofistrirctions of heterosexuaiiry in
‘which mén see how far they can get and
- women set limits. Women themselves do

riog aiways desire or enforce éondomi use,
and sorme men avoid raising the topic. of

condortis because it may jeopardise their

potential to get sex:

Safe sex studs: Positive
constructions of male'sexual reputation,
siich as ‘stud’ and ‘legend’, ate comman
among young heterosexiial men.

: Advo' tirig for ‘safe sex studs’ could -

draw on the associations between men’s
level of sexual experience and their
masculinity; virility and prowess.

Good loveis use condorms:
Education campaigns could galvanise
heterosexual men’s investments in
notions of sexual skill. They could stress
that safe sex is ‘good technique’,
Famlhant}' with condoms should be part
of men’s expert sexual knowledge, and
wornen will be less likely to have an
orgasm if they’re worrying abour
pregnancy or disease. AIDS education
could also enlist masculine notions of
physical a.nd sporting prowess or
prcoccupanons with technical equipment
essential ‘gear’).

However, appeals to sexual skill prop
up meil’s reliance on skill and expert

. knowledge rather than dialogue with

their partners, and may collude in the
male control of the sexual episode and
the woman which is part of some men’s
‘good lover’ narratives.

Sensitive lavers nse condoms:
HIV education could draw on men’s
narratives of sensitivity, representing a
readiness to use condoms as the mark
of the considerate and desirable male
sexual parter.

Staying power: The fact that
condoms increase some men’s ability to
prolong erection and delay ejaculation
coild be used as a selling point, bur it’s
only a weak one. The penis is a primary
site of most men’s erotic sensation and

practice, and ic would be hard tp market

conidoms on the basis of their

" desensitising or numbing effect.

Nevertheless, we should respond w men’s
perceptions that condoms are difficult to
use and cause erection loss, e.g. by
encouraging men to masturbate with
them and trying to reduce mer’s
performance anxiety.

- most probiemat:c way in which

: discased dangerous or deceptive,

Woman as dangerous- Pcrhaps the

heterosexual men could be encouraged
touse condoms is by inviting them to
protect themselves ffomr women. This -
could draw on images of women as

encouragmg tneén to nse condoms out of
diserust and fest. Unforrunarély; images

. of woman as deadly seductiess and souirce -

of contagion are already visiblé in ATDS

education.? This approach would have

limitcd-appeal putside casual encounters,
as few men are likely to pcrceivdthcir
3ong-term sexual partners in such hostile
and suspicious ways. The approach
iritensifies sexist discoutses concerning
wormen as contaminating and scapegoats
women for-discase fransmission. . ’
‘These approaches are 4 far-cry from
the transformation of heterosexual
mdscalinity efivisaged by many feiminist
and queer scholars and activists. In
health education, the balance between
short-term, pragmatic.approaches and
the long-term aim of fundamental social
change is complex and contésted. Biir in
cither case, strategies direcred at
heterosexual men will require a thorough
anderstanding of their sexual lives,
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